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The One and Only Ivan (2012) 

by Katherine Applegate 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian: 

Our entire school is about to take part in a special, shared reading event. Every student in 1st through 5th 
grades will receive a copy of the same book—The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate—and will 
be reading it together over the next few weeks. PEEP and Kindergarten students will receive the 
companion book, Ivan: A Gorilla's True Story.  

I am personally asking you to make the time so that your family can participate in this special activity. 
Everyone – students, parents, teachers, even administrative staff—will all be following along together. 

Your child will receive a copy of The One and Only Ivan or Ivan: A Gorilla's True Story at a special 
schoolwide assembly introducing the program and the book. Please ask your student to talk about the 
book with you for about 10-15 minutes each night. 

In school, your child will be invited to answer daily trivia questions to encourage and reward attentive 
listening. You will soon find that your child will take pride in knowing and anticipating the details of the 
story. In class, students will explore the book through activities and discussion. Throughout the month, 
everyone will be talking about The One and Only Ivan and Ivan: A Gorilla's True Story! 

I know that you’ll enjoy this special time discussing this book with your children. I hope to talk with both 
you and your student sometime in the days to come about Stella and Ivan and Ruby and Bob, and their 
life together at the Exit 8 Big Top Mall.  

“When a whole school reads a book, there’s a lot to talk about.” With your help, we can build a 
Community of Readers at Edison Academy. 

Educationally yours, 
 
 
 
Julie McDonald, PhD.  


